On comprehension across the adult lifespan.
To test whether healthy elderly subjects develop language comprehension strategies to compensate for decreases in pure-tone audition, we tested 128 healthy subjects aged 30-79 on two tasks: (1) Comprehension materials from the Boston Diagnostic Aphasia Examination (Goodglass and Kaplan, 1972) presented over babble noise with and without the speaker's face visible; and (2) the Kalikow et al. (1977) Speech Perception in Noise test, which assesses the effect of semantic predictability on sentence-final word intelligibility. Whereas, as predicted, overall performance decreased with advancing age, it appeared, unexpectedly, that older and younger adults were equally affected by the absence of visual input and the absence of semantic predictability.